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is file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
wn without express authority of the official in charge. 
es should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
s and employees will be held responsible for failure 
ve these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
ty of the official records. 
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Director. 
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YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 
| OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


February 5, 1%.5. 


CUAORARDON or the Diresteor. 


Fellowing is the report of activities for Yellowstone “etionnl Park 
fer the menth of January 14,5; 


Seather Conditions. The umigually aiid weather ef Decesbur continued 
shroughaut most of January, aod there was comparatively little precipite tion. 
The sane condition existed during the aonthu of December and January « year 
ago, but the perk experienced its hwaviest aenqwiall during february and 
Bareh. The weather at Saancth was extrucely iid ami there were ne long 
cold spells, although much colder weather and « manber uf enerstorns wore 
reserded in the interior of the park. Sub-sero tomperaturce were recorded 
on owly two days dwring the month, 4° below zere on Janumry 20, and 7? velow 
on the 2lat. “ost Yellowstone reperted «2° on the 27th. the light snewfall 
regairod very little road opening, but the section free Gardiner to “seneth 
and Cooke was kept open throughout the month. . 


fotel srweipitation for the month wae .53 inch, aw aveinest .50 inch o 

‘pear age end 3.10 inches in danuary 19,5. The sean precipitation for Janvery 
de 1622 inches. ‘the saximun torpersture for thie month wae 45° om the lth 
and the minisun <7° on the 2let. There were ll elesr days, 11 cloudy and 


5 partly oloudy. 
iuew depthe for most pointe in the interior ef the parr were in exowes 


of o your ago. A comparison of enow depths for the past 5 years at sane of 
the points in the park af the end of the month is aa follows: 


| Comparative Jnew Gepthe byl - 1yuo 
15451 Wes Lyd Lipiaiy 1915 


 ‘Baftfale Ranch 10” 19” 50" is" 10.5" 
Sechler fiver rs J - 51 a 

‘ject Sxbranee - 16 - 46 20 

| Lewis Siver Divide ois Sige ~ 55-6 52 

Verneth - é 46 5 3 
Old Yaithful ae 26 ee) 19 20 

 tnake River Ay 29.7 « 2 55 

tower Palle - 13 36 li 1565 
Yost Yellowstone 40 2y 83 12 a2 
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Comparative Grow Depthe 14,1 < 1945 (Cont. 


194 1912 1945 == SSSCSC«CS 


 ~Spertecan Lake 30" ais" 51" 26" aa” 


South Alverside 7 30 le ae Bis 30 
 Sassede Creak - - ~ 46 52 
Grassy Lake ~ ~ 119 46 dy 
Aster Creek - - - 56 3% 
Coulter Creek - - ~ Fis 36 
 «Hedieon Junction 16 - 36 13 16 
Hoart Lake ~ “~- ~ i2 8 
Ga liatin iB 20 ay lw Ly 
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—" Aativition. Superintendent Zogere was away frou the perk during 
On ei oat ef the tine wae epent in Senver on of Sicial business. 

te Peto 7 he lett Denver for Omaha te attend « conferences of segion Iwo 

Superintendents, retuming te Denver on the 17th. The conference started 

on January 6 and wae concluded on the 15th. Ouring the conference Ur. Sogers 

showed » Yellowstone movie of park features and wildlife. 


. Aseletent Superintendent Johmeton wae acting during vr. Hogers' absence 
from the park. on January % Aeting Superintendent Johneten, “ark Gngineer 
| Nehibrandt and Waster “lauaber Wiggins viuited the “ontena State college at 
| Besaman to got information regarding heating systens. On January & a trip 
Was sade to Livingaton with Assistant te the Superintendent Jeffo and thief 
 Slerk Soule, to confer with Ur. “indoor regarding his eadical somtrant. 

The three aleo attended Aotary. ® the afternoon of January 11 a trip was 
wade to Livingston with “easrs. Joffe, tarrows, {llictt, and Yehlorandt to 
 ebttend a special wevting of the Livingsten Chamber of Commerce. “easre. 
 dohneton, Sarrows andi Svans left the park om January 1i fer Selene, te 

+ wttend the annual mveting of the dontena “Lidlife FPederstion and to confer 
with the Yontera “ish end Game Commissioners on strean pollution sstters 
amd figh cultured activities. they returned on the erening of the 2let. 


A new meal rate wae made affective Jamury 1. The mew rates are 11455 
per day or 65¢ per meal. 


" A mew systes of leave recording wae made effective, throughoat the 
Gevernsent service on danuary 1. However, as the forme sevessery for the 
thew system did not reach this park until about the =iddle of the month, 1% 
wee impossible to start their use at the first of the your. ‘ho new syetem 
will be in effect beginning february 1. 


; Two Yellowstone ewployees wore inducted inte the arsed fercea during 

the month, Aseistant Chief Ranger Silliam ©. Chapoan on Jdamimry 16, and 
Metrict "ark tanger Lieoyd J. Astle on January 25. Ag dre iatle wae stationed 
at Beohler River, whieh is isolated due te snow, it wee necessary to send 
the retary snowplow fro: Meamoth to the Jechler (iver station via ‘est 
Yellowstone, Montana to move him and hie femily. it required the services 
Of two mon, « plokwuyp truek and the “mnogo | full days, in order to get Mr. 
4etle to hie “elective Servieo Foard for indwetion. 
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cm January 26 word was received frou Much Peyton, Lite (jegej, Ue be 
Coast Guard, that he was to be released frao the Service within » few days 
and desired te return toe hie former position in the Yellowstone. ‘rior te 
enlistaent, it. Peyten wae an Aeoletent Chief Canger here. 


fons. *illiem Gunn, Piesh and “Lidlife Service, Bozeman, in 
charge, stone fish operations, and dack Chipwan, Superviser, “ish and 
Wildlife Servies, Surenan fatehery, in Jenuery 29 for diseugsion propesed 
fish planting program for 1945. 


Plans, Seps and curveys. 4 proposed atilities layout was deslgmed fer 
Caste: | Jtetery, and «a preliminery plan wee wade for 

the proposed new sewer systen in the new Canyon development area. York was 
umerway on the ecenpllation of road maintenance data of the previous season. 


General Publicity. %o press releases were issued during the wonth. 
soversl ber sista wore sent to the Cempfire Club of Ameren, whieh were 
requested for the purpose of illustrating an article by former Direetor 
Horaee We. Albright, for the club's magazine, ” Saeklo¢." 


fead “aimtonance. Jaintenance for the wonth wee light, due te very 
light snowfall. The push type plows made |, trips to Cooke and «11 snow has 
been removed the full width of the roadbed. Arproximately ¢ feet of snow 
is at Cooke. 


It was necessary to open the romd te the Eachler Liver Ranger Station, 
as reported wader “Speoial Activities.” 


- overex] culwerte bave been freesing end giving trouble te the aver 
ares. A etuam culvert thewer is aseded to handie this situation. 


Several of the steeper hills were sanded regularly and daily reek patrol 
was mde in the Gardiner camyon. ‘The rotary broom was used to remove tee 
light enews fren the sore dangerous curves ami hilla in the Mammoth to 
Gardiner seotion. ‘Suaerous frost bolls sre developing om the way from 
Gardiner to Coske, 


Cther Kaintemnes. lgutine salntenanee on buildings was eerried on at 


ry ra, winters ami plusbers. 
| Paw'ir torue Mr. de Ss. Haynes, who mede « trip to the park on 
 « Decanber ae ramatnae until January 2. Another harried vielt was made te 


the park om January 27. 


lLatters were roee| ved fron beth 8, H4ehele and Ge he Femilton, recon~ 
mending that neo operations be opem in the park for the 1945 season, due to 
the difficult labor situation, the saving of gasoline sui tires, and the 
desire of the Governsent to kes people from traveling. it is expected 
thet Superintendent fegers will diseuss this matter wlth the Cirector and 
Regional Dirsetor Merriam when they meet in Chicage om rebruary 5. The 
genersl store at Meometh remained open throughout the acnth to take care 
of leeal residents. 
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paaoun eeeveeeee and mh i BA See Chief Peburaliet ener, WAS Whe OM 
peteaber 5, returned to duty on Jemweary 10. 


Conelderable time wae escent during the aemth by sumbere of the Yaturel< 
let Sivielon in the creparation of a new “anger~leturaliet “anenl. 


Imorease or Decrease in Travel. two hundred eichty-nios cereus ontered 


| ‘the park during January, as compared with 546 for the seme month in 19). 
| The total persons entering the park for the travel year is 4,406, as compared 


with 3,457 persone for 1944, an inoresee of 54.2 par cent. 


one hundred two cars entered the perr in January 15, oa compared with 
113 for the sane month in 19434. ‘The totel sara for this revel wear ie 
1,518, es compared with 1,100 fer 194, an imorssce of 35.4, 


Visitors. Congreseman Harold dAnuteon of Vinnesets ami John 4. “urdogik 
of Arigona visited the park em the afternoon of January 2) ami were able to 
get as fay ao the Buffale Manch. A Yontena Gtete patrolman brought them te 
the park from Livingston, where they had been in stiemiance at the funeral 
ef Congresaxean Jeunes PF. o Commer. 


Jee Fleming, Comander, Swrehant “erine, in January 51; made trip te 
Quffalo Sanoh. 


Bax Service. “atrele of the interior of the park and the sore 
rangte et) boundaries were sede durin: the warth. Hust of the 
patrol cabloe were vielited during the month and snow depths taken et the 
usual lgeations, The waterfowl consue was taken in connection with regular 
patrols. ‘Geiing conditions were fair to geod in the southern part of the 
park and at higher slevations, but very poor in swe sections where there 
was little anow, that being granular, seking travel on skic very difficult. 
The snoplane was ued in commection with the Lake and Old faithful district 
patrole. 


Attanpts were onde to trap live elk at @axmoth and the Case Yansh, bet 
wae @iecontinued ae fow elk visited the lower arvas shere the traps are lo- 
eated. Trapeing efforts will be resumed if eenditione improve. 


The whidlife index wae brought up to date by rangurs stationed at head- 
quarters. 


Rangers constructed a mw pelr of skis for the anoplane and these are 
expected te improve the porforannee of the sachine. 


Police Protestion. fe violations securred during Jenwary. ©. Se Some 
miseloner T. “aul “ilcox was absent from the perk on annual leave. fe 
expeete te return on Pobruary 10, 


Whidlife Administration - ‘terfowl Census. A cengus of the waterfowla 
in the park wae token during the pericd of January 5 to January &, in coopers-~ 
tion with the Fish and Wildlife Service, which conducted a astion-wide survey 
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of waterfowl] resources. ‘the cengus dates were considerably eerlier than in 
pest years, and this resulted in «a larger count in this perk, dae te the 
feet that Yellowetone lake had net frozen ever. At the request of fieh 
and “ildlife Service officials, park rangers aleo eounted the waterfowls 
im the Rebgen take aren weet of the park boundary. Awsultia of the census 
in the park are as follows: 
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ik Ranting Sasson, fark County, 


Yontema. A total of 146 elk waz re- 

: pa ng tut through January 27. It ie weti- 
mated that 273 olk have been taken during the entire open senson, ag those 
taken during the early season in the “lowgh (reek and Seliroaring areas and 
by leeal hunters, are not included in the checking stetion report. | 


Snowfall reeorded during Jamary wae below cormal and the concaratively 
Light snow depths on the northern winter range icft considerable ceturel forage 
available. Gene bands of alk seved to lower elevations, but eniy aonll mmbere 
eroased the park boundary to enter ooenm humbing territory. 


Bison. Sieon were able ts forage om the onen range during the entire 
month and nowe wore fed «t Lemar. the anow becare wind<crusted in some areas, 
and thie aenow condition apparently caused the animals ta shift to sections of 
the range where the snow rennined loome, 


Accidents. Re ateidents wore reported during the month. 


Forestry. 4 eoupiletion of ferest fire detection recerie for the Li 
year perlod Ths 1 through 194,, wee completed during the month end « map overlay 
was prepared showlag all fires whieh ceeurred during thet period, whether 
they were caused by lightning or were wman-eaused, and whether they were dise- 
covered by lookouts, park employeos, or tourista. 


Sous data were also aseembled on fire suppreasion costs, with a view 
toward determining the approximate cost per man day for the suppression of 
large fires. Consideration was civen toe fires which are seoersible by rosd 
and fires in isolated areas where supplies and equiguent must be traneported 
by pack animale or delivered by airplane. Thie study is not yet completed. 


Tracinge were wade of the maps ef the procseed white pine blister rust 
-eontrol arese at Mammoth, Vount “ashbuwrn, and Graig Paso. Jeversi prints 
were gade from the tracings. 


Mieeellaneeve, The regular nonthly meeting of the federal saployses 
Unien Mo. 165 wae held in the Cantown om January &. Yewly elected officers 
for the eneuing year consist of: Thames &. Theapson, President; Phil 
Wohlbrandt, Yice-!resident; *erke joule, Sveretary-/resewrer; vouls “ileh, 
iuardiens Board of “irecters: red Nissen, Simer Arnstrong, Jow Joffe, 
NAlliem Mardis end Slwer Laer. ‘the park apdical service we discussed, 
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& baby girl was born to Ur. and (re. Soy Arsstr . 
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